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Future’s bright with ‘Future of Farming’ winners
The Australian Sheep Breeders’ Association Future of Farming series, incorporating junior judging, schools competitions and celebrating our best and brightest young farmers at the 2009 Australian Sheep & Wool Show, has revealed some new high achievers.

Winners include Finley High School for the top ram, ewe and pair at the Interbreeds schools competition and the Corriedale schools competition winners include Elisabeth Murdoch College, Woodleigh and Chiaro.
The Ross McKenzie Fellowship also provided for 180 students from 15 schools to attend courses on sheep genetics, vaccines, wool testing, eating quality of sheep meat, and the development of Corriedale breed as part of the Future of Farming series.
Robert Mitchell, Australian Sheep Breeders’ Association president said the Association was impressed with the number and quality of agricultural students and young farmers at the show.

“The ASBA is passionate about building on our 132-year history of recognising excellence – it is terrific to see such enthusiasm among young people for producing top quality sheep and fleece,” Mr Mitchell said.

 The ASBA partnered with Rural Finance and the Ross McKenzie Trust to launch the Future of Farming series at the ‘Sheep Show’ in Bendigo this year.
Matt Gill, Rural Finance Regional Agribusiness Manager – North Central, said the Australian Sheep & Wool Show gave Rural Finance the opportunity to renew old acquaintances and make new friends.
“Being involved with the Future of Farming series at the Sheep Show meant we could see the enthusiasm and endeavour that young agriculture students bring to the arena – we can be assured the future of farming is in safe hands,” Mr Gill said.  

Andrew Cosby, agriculture teacher at Elisabeth Murdoch College, said his students would go home with blue ribbons and great sense of achievement. “The Sheep Show’s Future of Farming program includes a great educational component and helps team building and leadership skills – the students love it.”   
www.sheepshow.com.  
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