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July 19
  Record attendance at the Sheep Show 2009
The Australian Sheep Breeders’ Association (ASBA) is celebrating record attendance at the 132nd Australian Sheep & Wool Show. A 25pc jump in attendance on Friday was accompanied by impressive sales figures for site holders and more sheep entries than ever.  

ASBA president Robert Mitchell said the Association was very pleased with both the number of show goers  and the quality of competitors represented at the Sheep Show this year.  
“Not only was the weather with us, we saw some very happy faces and had many reports of a terrific weekend for sheep breeders from across the country.”

Mr Mitchell said the ‘Women of Wool’ series, supported by Australian Wool Innovation, and including Laugh@Lunch with comedian Denise Scott was a highlight for many new visitors to the show.
“We heard rave reviews from attendees of the lunch and stall holders reported a surge in sales of their wool products – that’s a very positive result for woolgrowers and the Sheep Show.
“We also saw many new faces for our ‘Future of Farming’ series and had some great achievements recognised for agriculture students and other young farmers,” Mr Mitchell said.
The Landmark National Fleece Competition saw 472 fleeces entered despite a tough year for woolgrowers.   John & Rhonda Crawford, Rockbank, Victoria Valley, Victoria took out the top prize.

The Supreme Prime Lamb exhibit was won by the Gilmour family, of Tattykeel, Oberon, NSW and the Supreme Long Wool exhibit was won by Jim Venters of Liberton Corriedales, Stonehaven, Victoria.
The National Merino Pair was won by the Wells family of One Oak, Jerilderie, NSW.
Mr Mitchell said the 132 year-old Sheep Show was entering a new era of attracting more people than ever before, including those from metropolitan areas, to see the country’s top wool growers and prime lamb producers at their best. 
“The Sheep Show’s ongoing success is a testament to the resilience and innovation of Australia’s sheep breeders,” Mr Mitchell said.
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